
KS2 Curriculum Information – Term 4 

The following is an overview of the curriculum for juniors in the next term. There will be an 

assessment week in week 4 of this term. 

Subject Skills, knowledge and understanding 

Reading and 

Writing   

Upper Key Stage 2 (year 5&6) 

 
Fiction: Key text – ‘The Man Who Walked Between the 

Towers’/ by Mordicai Gerstein 

This unit of work explores how a real-life story has been portrayed 

as fiction. The book tells the story of Phillipe Petit who, in 1974, 

walked on a high wire between the two towers of the World Trade 

Centre in New York. The children will watch some short film clips 

(rated PG) from a film made about the event in 2015 called ‘The 

Walk’.  

  
 
Poetry: Narrative Poems - key text: ‘The Highwayman’ by 

Alfred Noyes  

The children will use the narrative poem, ‘The Highwayman’, to 

identify different language features of poetry (including figurative 

language) and how poets create a specific effect though their word 

choices. We will study the use of historical language, adverbials and 

relative clauses to add detail to poetry. Children will learn part of the 

poem by heart, and compare it to other poems, eventually writing a 

new ending. 

 

Writing opportunities 

Character profiles – what kind of person is Phillipe 

Discussion texts – Should Phillipe attempt the walk? 

First and third person recounts (Phillipe and the police/passer-by) 

Newspaper report ‘The Walk of Wonder’ 

 

Reading objectives: 

 Apply knowledge of morphology & etymology when reading new 

words 

 Learn poetry by heart 

 Discuss authors’ use of language 

 Support inferences with evidence  

 Identify how language, structure, etc. contribute to meaning 

 Discuss use of language, inc. figurative 

 Discuss & explain reading, providing reasoned justifications for 

views 

 
Writing objectives: 

 Legible, fluent handwriting 

 Develop character, setting and atmosphere in narrative 



 Proof-reading 

 Plan writing to suit audience & purpose; use models of writing 

 Select grammar & vocabulary for effect 

 Use a wide range of cohesive devices 

 Ensure grammatical consistency (tense Y5) 

 
 
Lower Key Stage 2 (year 3&4) 

 
Fiction 

The Orchard Book of Greek Myths by Geraldine McCaughrean 

Greek Myths by Marcia Williams 

The children will become familiar with a range of Greek Myths through 

listening, reading and role-play. Children will study the use of 1st and 3rd 

person by retelling a myth from the point of view of the main character. 

They will then make up and write their own myth in the 3rd person 

practicing their use of powerful verbs, paragraphs and dialogue.  

 

Performance poetry 

 
The children will listen to a range of performance poems and explore the 

features that poets use, The Torch, The Deal and Don’t Tell Your Mother 

by Michael Rosen, Word of a Lie by Jackie Kay, Cool Cat by Mike Jubb, 

Picnic Time on the M25 by Paul Cookson, My Nephew by Wilf Merttens, 

The Dragon Who Ate our School by Nick Toczek and Write-A-Rap Rap by 

Tony Mitton.  

Children identify and use conjunctions that indicate time and cause. 

Investigate negative prefixes, informal language and rhymes. Children write 

extra lines to an existing poems and then a rap. 

 
Reading objectives 

 Read aloud and understand words based on knowledge of root 

words, prefixes and suffixes. 

 Retell traditional stories orally. 

 Draw inferences about feelings, thoughts and motives. 

 Use evidence to justify inferences. 

 Identify how language contributes to meaning. 

 
Writing objectives 

 Use a dictionary to check a spelling. 

 Adopt the features of existing texts to shape own writing. 

 Develop detail of characters, setting and plot in narratives.  

 Suggest improvements to grammar and vocabulary. 

 Proofread own work for spelling and punctuation errors. 



Spelling, 

punctuation 

and grammar 

The National Curriculum sets out spelling objectives for upper juniors 

(Y5/6) and lower juniors (Y3/4). The children work towards achieving these 

objectives through weekly spelling lessons and through the teaching of 

spelling during writing and grammar work. In addition, the curriculum 

specifies both an upper and lower junior spelling list – known as the 

‘Common Exception Words’ (CEW). These form the basis for your child’s 

spelling homework. 

 

Some children will be part of a spelling catch-up programme called 

‘Precision Spelling’   

 

Spelling rules being taught this term include:  

 

Y3/4 

Learning and practising the Year 

3/4 common exception words  

Specific focus on: 

Y3 

  Homophones and near 

homophones  

 Adding the prefix ‘bi’ – 

meaning two or twice 

 Words ending in the /g/ sound 

‘gue’ and the /k/sound spelt 

‘que’ 

 Words with a /sh/ sound spelt 

‘ch’ 
 

Y4 

 Words spelt with the /s/ 

sound spelt ‘sc’ 

 Words with a soft c spelt 

with ‘ce’ or ‘ci’ 

 Word families based on 

common words  
 

 

Y5/6 

Learning and practising the Year 

5/6 common exception words  

Specific focus on: 

Y5 

 Words with an /or/ sound 

spelt ‘or’ 

 Words with an /or/ sound 

spelt ‘au’ 

 Convert nouns or 

adjectives into verbs using 

the suffixes ‘ate’ ‘ise’ ‘ify’ 

‘en’ 

Y6 

 Words with ending which 

sound like /shuhl/ after a 

vowel or consonant letter 

 Words with a soft c spelt 

/ce/ 

 Word families based on 

common words 

 

Grammar and Punctuation:  

Upper Key Stage 2 (year 5&6) 

 

 Expanded noun phrases – including prepositions  

 Modal verbs 

 Commas for clauses  

 Relative clauses and parenthesis 

 Consistent use of tense 

 Register/style (levels of formality especially in Newspaper report) 

 Use features of a newspaper  

 Plan writing to suit audience and purpose 

 



Lower Key Stage 2 (years 3&4) 

 Use powerful verbs 

 Understand that writing can be 3rd or 1st person. 

 Use and punctuate direct speech. 

 Use and recognise nouns, adjectives and adjectival phrases. 

 Use conjunctions to express time or cause.   

 Use possessive apostrophe with singular and plural nouns. 
 

Handwriting / 

Keyboard 

Skills 

Children in Year 3/4 will have a weekly handwriting lesson designed to 

improve letter formation and to practise joining strategies for different 

letters. Children in Y5/6 will do extra practice as required. All children in 

Juniors have opportunities to do dedicated keyboard skills or to use 

computers as part of their maths / English sessions 

Mathematics Upper key stage 2 (years 5&6)  

The upper juniors will begin with a unit of mathematics focussing on 

decimals including recognising place value in decimals, rounding decimals 

and calculating with decimals. They will also revise (Y6) or begin to 

calculate fractions and percentages of amounts. Our second unit will look 

at developing understanding of ratio and algebra including solving problems 

by using a scale factor and using simple formulae. Year 6 will also be 

revising many areas of maths for their SATs in our revision sessions and as 

extension activities. 

 

Lower key stage 2 (years 3&4)  

Year 3 and 4 will be focusing on fractions this term beginning with finding a 

fraction of a shape and moving on to a fraction of an amount. We will also 

be counting up and down in tenths and hundredths as well as finding 

families of equivalent fractions. 

Later in the term, year 4 will move on to exploring decimals and their 

relationship with fractions. Year 3 will continue with work on comparing 

and ordering fractions. 

Multiplication 

Tables 
NB for children in 

Y4 there will be a 

nationwide online 

multiplication 

tables test 

introduced in June 

2020 

Y3/4 Please help your child to learn their x tables - this is part of each 

child’s weekly homework. The curriculum target is that by the end of 

year 4, children should be able to recall multiplication facts up to 12x12.  

A weekly test in the same style as the national standard test will be done 

each week in school.  

 

Y5/6 Knowledge of times tables is essential for children in Year 5/6 who 

will be learning long methods of multiplication and division. They are also 

vital to calculating with, and simplifying, fractions and ratios. Please help 

your child to keep their tables knowledge up to date. 

 

Science Science focuses on Adaptation, Inheritance and Evolution this term. The 

younger children will concentrate on the adaptation of plants and animals in 

their habitats. The older children will consider how species have evolved 

over time. We will also learn about how humans have had to adapt and 

change over time and according to environment. 

The children will also visit the allotment to help prepare for spring planting. 

Please remember to watch out for your reminders when it is your child’s 

turn. During the last two weeks of term 4 we are also hoping to take the 



class to Forest Schools for some outdoor learning activities. These activities 

are weather dependent. 

Humanities 

Topic 

Our topic this term will be focused on the history of the local area. The 

children will be using historical sources such as log books, photographs, 

building plans and newspaper articles to find out more about the history of 

the school. We will also be looking at the changes to buildings and land use 

in Hillesley over time. The children will also be making their own research 

project about the most notable buildings and monuments in the 

surrounding area and any famous people connected to them. 

 

MFL 

(modern 

foreign 

languages) 

This term the children will be learning French with Mrs Sprosen. These 

lessons will take place every Friday. The children will be learning French 

vocabulary and simple sentences. The children will be taking part in 

speaking, listening and written activities. 

RE 
 

Christianity and 

Humanism 

This unit is entitled ‘What did Jesus do to save human beings?’ 

Children will review the Easter story, ordering and matching biblical texts 

and events. They will consider who, in their view, was responsible for Jesus’ 

death and to what extent. The Children will consider how Jesus can be said 

to have ‘sacrificed’ himself by comparing and discussing modern scenarios 

based around the idea of taking someone else’s place. We will look at how 

Christians remember and celebrate the Last Supper. Finally, the Children 

will be asked to consider what things that they believe in and what they 

might be willing to give up for those beliefs.  

PE If your child uses and asthma inhaler, please ensure one is handed 

into the office. 

PE kit needs to be in school all week.  

The children need – shorts, T-shirt, socks (especially for girls wearing 

tights), trainers, jogging bottoms and a fleece - in case of a cold day. It is 

vital that the children have appropriate kit in school in order to access and 

get the most out of these lessons. 

This term the children will take part in multi-skills activities and racket 

sports. To enable the development of skills, the class will be split into two 

groups - year 3 and 4 group and then year 5 and 6 group. There may be 

some occasions when the class come together to play larger team games. 

 

PSHE The Values for Life theme for this term is PERSEVERANCE and the children 

will hear about inspirational people that have persevered to succeed. We 

will also try to reflect on how we can show perseverance in school. PC 

Wheedon will be visiting the y5/6 class to talk about online relationships 

and safety. 

Art/DT In Art this term we will be doing some observational sketching and 

drawing; make models of familiar landmarks and buildings. 

Music and 

Drama 

The samba and percussion lessons continue until Easter and the i-pad music 

lessons also continue this term. The children will also be preparing an 

Easter Service performance. The drama lessons will continue this term on 

the theme of myths and legends. 

Computing 

 

Computing will not be taught discretely this term however, the computers 

and other IT equipment will be frequently used in other lessons, particularly 

in core subjects English, Maths and Science. 

 



Homework Summary Frequency 

Reading  Daily if possible 

Leaning spellings 3 short practises per week 

Key Instant Recall Facts (maths) 3 short practises per week  

Times tables Year 3, 4 (Y5/6 if not yet confident) 3 short practises per week 

Sats revision books – Year 6 2/3 times per week  

Big Write Planning  Once per term 

Topic/science research optional 

 


