
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 2019 
 

Class 1 Autumn Term 1 Newsletter 
 
Dear Parents, 
Welcome back to a new school year in Class 1!  We hope that you had an enjoyable 
summer break at home or abroad and feel refreshed for the year ahead.  We would 
particularly like to welcome our new children and families, we are delighted that you 
have joined us at Hillesley.  The children have made a great start to the year so far; 
they all arrived looking very smart and have been very keen to begin their new learning.  
 
This term our learning will be based on the topic theme ‘A stroll through the deep dark 
woods’.  Please see our topic web to see more details about what we will be learning 
this Autumn.  If you have any resources that you feel would be useful for our topic we 
would love to see them.  This term we will be using our surroundings to help with our 
learning by spending each Friday afternoon at our Forest School; this will be led by 
Hannah Druett.  We have included a timetable for you to see the range of learning 
that goes on in Class 1 each week. 
 
Learning at home. 
 
Reading with your child is the most important way in which you can support your child’s 
learning in Class 1, research shows that where parents take a lot of interest in their 
child’s reading, progress is much greater and children are more likely to develop into 
keen readers.  Ideally the children need to read at home at least 3 times each week 
and it is helpful if this is recorded in their reading records.  All reading books will be 
checked and changed if needed each Tuesday and Thursday, however the children may 
also change their own reading books during quiet reading each day. 
During the early part of the Autumn term, children in reception will begin to bring 
home a picture or story book to share with you.   
At the beginning of term we spend some time assessing each child to see which spelling 
patterns and common exception words they need to practise, you will see further 
information with regards to spellings and homework on the accompanying letter. 
From time to time your child may also be given something to research or find to bring 
in as part of their topic or science work. 
Reception and Y1 children will bring their learning journals home each Friday so that 
you are able to see what learning goes on each week. 
 
General Information 
Each day we have a ‘special person’ in class 1.  This child is responsible for helping with 
jobs in the classroom throughout the day including taking the register to the office, 
being first in the line and so on.  At the end of the day they receive a sticker to say 
thank you for their efforts and are asked to give a sticker to another child who has 
done something particularly kind or helpful during the day. 
Expectations of behaviour continue to be high and we use a range of positive 
strategies to encourage and motivate the children, including verbal praise, team points 
and stickers.  We also use ‘beads in the jar’ which help to earn us a class special treat; 
I’m sure that you will hear more about this when we earn 30 beads and vote which 
special treat we’d like! 
 
 
 



 
 
Reminders 
In Class 1 PE takes place each Wednesday afternoon, however it is useful if PE kits are 
in school at all times.  Please make sure  PE kits are clearly labelled as it makes 
changing much easier.   
As in previous years school swimming lessons will be on Thursday afternoon with 
lessons beginning on Thursday 12th September.  Reception children will join us for 
swimming in term 2.   
As I’ve mentioned this term Forest School will take place each Friday afternoon; to 
make organisation a little easier we’re asking that ‘Forest School kit’ be left at school 
in the same way that PE kits are.  They would be sent home at the end of each term or 
earlier for a wash if they get too muddy!  We ask the children to wear a long sleeved 
top and trousers, wellies and waterproof jackets and trousers.  If this isn’t possible 
then please just let us know.  
 
At Hillesley each child has been provided with a water bottle so they have access to 
fresh water during the day.  These water bottles are emptied each night and the 
children will bring them home each Friday to be returned to school on Monday morning. 
New water bottles are available to purchase from the school office if you need to do 
so. 
This year we have provided a list of what your child will need to bring to school on a 
regular basis; some items need to be brought to school on a termly basis whilst others 
need to be brought in once a week.  Maybe a useful piece of paper to attach to your 
fridge! 
 
We hope you find this newsletter useful but please do come and see us if you feel you 
have any questions or queries. 
Thank you for your support. 
 
The Foundation/Key Stage 1 Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


