
KS2 Curriculum Information – Term 1 

The following is an overview of the curriculum for juniors in the next term.  

Subject Skills, knowledge and understanding 

Reading and 

Writing   

Upper Key Stage 2 (year 5&6) 
 
Key texts – ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ by Michelle Magorian 
 
This is the story of young Will Beech, evacuated to the country as Britain 

stands on the brink of the Second World War. A sad, deprived child, he slowly 

begins to flourish under the care of old Tom Oakley - but his new-found 

happiness is shattered by a summons from his mother back in London. 

Blitz Poems – a range of poems describing the ‘Blitz’ in WW2 

Writing opportunities 

 Non-fiction evacuees report (school trip related) 

 Discussion/argument Was evacuation a good idea? 

 Letters/diary entries offer opportunities for exploration of characters 

feelings at different points in the story 

 Narrative – an extra chapter of the book – Will at school or Will’s 
birthday 

 Writing ‘Blitz’ poetry 
 
 
Reading objectives: 

 Identifying & discussing themes 

 Draw inference & make predictions 

 Discuss authors’ use of language 

 Support inferences with evidence  

 Summarising key points from texts 

 Identify how language and structure contribute to meaning 

 Discuss & explain reading, providing reasoned justifications for views 

 
Writing objectives: 
 

 Proof-reading 

 Legible, fluent handwriting 

 Plan writing to suit audience & purpose 

 Develop character, setting and atmosphere in narrative 

 Select grammar & vocabulary for effect 

 Use a wide range of cohesive devices 

 Ensure grammatical consistency 
 
 
 
 



 
Lower Key Stage 2 (year 3&4) 
 
 
Fiction 
Key text – The lion and the unicorn by Shirley Hughes  
 
When Lenny’s father goes to fight in the Second World War, he gives his son 
a brass badge with two animals engraved on it: a lion for bravery and a 
unicorn for courage. 
 
Then, Lenny himself must go away, evacuated from his home and family to 
escape the bombing. Staying in a strange new place, Lenny gathers all his lion 
bravery, all his unicorn courage, and discovers that magic can happen, even 
in the most desperate of times. 
 
Non-Fiction 
 
Propaganda posters and songs – A look at how Britain and allies kept morale 
high on the home front  
 
Writing opportunities 
 

 Describe characters in a story 

 Write a description of setting used in a story 

 Write a story around the theme of evacuation and courage using the 

ideas from the Lion and the Unicorn. 

 Write a letter from an evacuee to their mother or father. 

 Write a speech based on Churchill to encourage people during the 
war. 

 Create a persuasive statement and argument to encourage people to 
join in with one of the home front efforts during the war. 

 
 
 

Spelling, 

punctuation 

and grammar 

The National Curriculum sets out spelling objectives for upper juniors (Y5/6) 
and lower juniors (Y3/4). The children work towards achieving these 
objectives through weekly spelling lessons and through the teaching of 
spelling during writing and grammar work. In addition, the curriculum 
specifies both an upper and lower junior spelling list – known as the 
‘Common Exception Words’ (CEW). These form the basis for your child’s 
spelling homework. 
 
Some children will be part of a spelling catch-up programme called ‘Precision 
Spelling’   
 
Spelling rules being taught this term include:  
 
 
 
 



Y3/4 
Learning and practising the Year 3/4 

common exception words  

Specific focus on: 

 how to add prefixes ‘in’ ‘im’ 
‘ill’ 

 words ending ‘sion’ 

 words with the /ur/ sound 
spelt ‘ear’  

 words with the /ai/ sound 
spelt ‘ei’ or ‘ey’  

 creating a personalised list 
of words to practise 

 homophones/near 
homophones 
 

Y5/6 
Learning and practising the Year 5/6 

common exception words  

Specific focus on: 

 words with the /I/ sound spelt 
with a ‘y’  

 words with a ‘cious/tious’ 
ending’ 

 words with a ‘ance/ence’ 
ending 

 hyphenated words 

 homophones/near 
homophones 

 creating a personalised list of 

words to practise 

 
Grammar and Punctuation:  
Upper Key Stage 2 (year 5&6) 
 

 Use expanded noun phrases 

 Use modal & passive verbs  

 Use full punctuation 

 Begin to use relative clauses 

 Use commas for clauses 

 

Lower Key Stage 2 (years 3&4) 
 

 Use fronted adverbials in description of character and place. 

 Use capital letters and full stops correctly all the time. 

 Use adjectives to describe a character’s appearance and feelings. 

 Use inverted commas to correctly punctuate speech. 

  

Handwriting  Children in Year 3/4 will have a weekly handwriting lesson designed to 

improve letter formation and to practise joining strategies for different 

letters. Children in Y5/6 will do extra practice as required. 

Mathematics Upper key stage 2 (years 5&6)  

 

This term children in Y5/6 will be reading, writing, ordering and comparing 
numbers up to 1,000,000. There will be a focus on rounding numbers to a 
specific power of 10 e.g. nearest 100 or 1000. They will also practise mental 
and written arithmetic for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 
and use these techniques to solve reasoning problems in a variety of 
contexts. They will learn or consolidate understanding of terms such as 
multiple, factor, prime factor, square numbers and cube numbers. They 
should learn to identify all the prime numbers to 20 and know how to 
establish if a number up to 100 is prime. 

 



 

Lower key stage 2 (years 3&4)  

In this term, children in Year 3/4 will be working on place value, reading 
numbers and the crucial skill of partitioning. Year 4’s will also look at negative 
numbers and practicing their roman numerals. We will also be looking at 
adding and subtracting using both mental and written methods. In addition, 
the children will be learning to estimate and use inverse operations to check 
answers to questions and solve missing number problems. 

Multiplication 

Tables 
NB for children in 

Y4 there will be a 
nationwide online 

multiplication 

tables test 

introduced in June 

2020 

Y3/4 Please help your child to learn their x tables - this is part of each child’s 

weekly homework. The curriculum target is that by the end of year 4, 

children should be able to recall multiplication facts up to 12x12.  

A weekly test in the same style as the national standard test will be done 

each week in school. More details can be found on the separate homework 

letter. 

 

Y5/6 Knowledge of times tables is essential for children in Year 5/6 who will 

be learning long methods of multiplication and division. They are also vital to 

calculating with, and simplifying, fractions and ratios. Please help your child to 

keep their tables knowledge up to date. 

 

Science This term all the children will investigate seasonal changes. The year 5/6 

children will look in more detail into the changes in photosynthesis in 

deciduous trees and learn about the movements of the Earth that cause 

seasonal changes. The y3/4 children will learn about why we have longer 

nights and shorter days in the Autumn and Winter.  

All the children will investigate seasonal changes for animals and plants and 

consider the differences to seasonal changes in different part so of the world. 

 

 

Humanities 

Topic 

Our topic this term will be the Second World War. We will begin by putting 

the war on a timeline and understanding why it began. Then we will look at 

the events of Dunkirk and the Battle of Britain and the situation Britain was 

in at the end of 1940. The children will then explore what life was like for a 

child during the war as an evacuee and during the blitz. We will also 

investigate the role of the three branches of the armed forces and the roles 

they played around the world.  

MFL 

(modern 

foreign 

languages) 

None this term 

RE 
 

What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today? We will recap our 

knowledge of the Qur’an and the children will learn about the 5 pillars of 

Islam. We will look in more detail at the Hajj Pilgrimage which all Muslims try 

to make once in their lives. We will consider how Muslims put their beliefs 

about charity and the natural world into practice in their daily lives 

Harvest – As always, we will take time to reflect on the food we eat and to 

be thankful for having both enough to eat and such a wide choice. 

PE If your child uses and asthma inhaler, please ensure one is handed 

into the office. 



PE kit needs to be in school all week.  

The children need – shorts, T-shirt, socks (especially for girls wearing 

tights), trainers, jogging bottoms and a fleece - in case of a cold day. It is 

vital that the children have appropriate kit in school in order to accessa dn 

get the most out of these lessons. 

 

We welcome two specialist sports coaches – Jake Melosia a rugby coach and 

Matt Bennett who will be teaching various sports including multi-skills and 

football. 

 

The children will also attend swimming sessions at Dursley Pool. 

 

PSHE Our values for life theme this term is Generosity and we will be thinking 

about how this value aided the war efforts in the time of World War 2. 

We will also be thinking about the new school year, our hopes and 

aspirations, along with new rules and routines. Internet safety and a visit from 

our police liaison officer will also take place this term. 

The Rugby World Cup and associated values will also be a subject that we 

will be following and learning about. 

Art/DT Some art work is related to the Rugby World cup; World War 2 Topic work 

and seasonal changes/science related. 

Music and 

Drama 

We are very fortunate to have secured a specialist teacher to take 

percussion and samba band sessions this term and next. We will also be 

preparing for our Harvest Service. 

Computing 

 

The new laptops are now installed and we will be teaching the children how 

to use them appropriately, setting up passwords and work files. Internet 

safety reminders will also be given. 

 


