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Hillesley Primary School 

Governors’ Impact Newsletter 

Looking forward to 2019……. 
2019 is going to be another exciting 

year for the school as we continue to 

work on improvements and provide a 

wide range of opportunities for the 

children.  We aim to provide and broad 

and balanced curriculum and in line 

with our school development plan 

(SDP) our main areas of focus will be: 

 To continue to improve the 

quality of teaching; 

 To continue to review our 

methods in line with the 

curriculum to ensure our 

children are growing and 

learning to the best of their 

capacity; 

 To continue to seek further 

opportunities for the children to 

experience new things, for 

example; music, art and DT and 

physical activity/PE; 

 To oversee the financial 

performance of the school and 

making sure its money is well 

spent and seeking additional 

sources of funding; 

 To make improvements to the 

premises including to the 

Friendship Garden and IT suite. 

If you would like further information on 

the above or to see the full SDP then it 

is available on our school website here: 

http://www.hillesleyprimary.com/scho

ol-development-plan/ 

 

Happy New Year! 
We would like to take this opportunity 

to welcome you all back to school and 

wish you a happy and healthy 2019.  

As governors one of our aims is to 

inform our parents and carers of the 

work we do to support and challenge 

the school, i.e. our impact.  We hope 

that this newsletter will help us to 

achieve that. 

Last term was very busy and I have 

thoroughly enjoyed visiting the school 

this term for a whole variety of reasons.  

A few of my highlights include the 

fantastic nativity play, the FOHS 

Christmas pudding and wreath making 

evening, and the final celebration 

worship of the year when we were 

privileged to hear the children playing 

their cornets to Bob Marley! 

Finally, it would be remiss of me not to 

mention the visit by HRH and the 

wonderful welcome he received from 

the children singing their nativity songs. 

I think you would all agree that it was a 

lovely afternoon and that the children 

(and staff!) were a credit to the school 

and the village as a whole. 

Fiona Symes, Chair of Governors 

 

http://www.hillesleyprimary.com/school-development-plan/
http://www.hillesleyprimary.com/school-development-plan/


Issue 2 
January 2019 

 
2 

 

 

Parent Survey Results 
Last term you, as parents/carers were 

invited to participate in an online 

survey.  Happily, the response was 

overwhelmingly extremely positive. This  

provides a sound springboard on which 

to work on some of the issues raised by 

you where you would like to see further 

progress.  These included: 

 Forest School and time spent 

outdoors. 

 Opportunities for children to work 

with peers/friends from other year 

groups. 

 Opportunities for topic weeks, for 

example ‘science weeks’ or ‘sport 

and healthy eating weeks’. 

 Provision of after school clubs run 

by the teaching staff. 

We, as governors have reviewed the 

results of the survey and discussed the 

outcomes with the staff.  I am happy to 

report the following with regard to the 

issues listed above: 

Forest School and the great outdoors 

We are very keen to further extend 

these opportunities and our trained, 

parent volunteer is going to work with 

the school staff in the spring and 

summer terms. The children also have 

opportunities to go to the allotment 

and some pupils go to Badminton and 

Redwood for outdoor learning at 

certain points during the school year. 

Working with friends and peers                 

This happens already but it is mostly in 

Foundation subjects or for special 

events. Grouping the children for core 

subjects is crucial for differentiation, 

outcomes and the teachers’ focus and 

ability to fine-tune provision for best 

progress. 

 

Topic weeks                                                    

Staff as well as pupils enjoy the many 

enrichment activities we provide, although 

the requirement for full coverage of the 

National Curriculum make planning whole – 

week activities challenging.  We’re always 

on the look-out for fun ideas to engage 

pupils in relevant topics – like when a life-

sized model sheep stayed with us for our 

Good Shepherd topic  week in November. 

Clubs                                                           

We’d love to be able to offer even more 

clubs than the extra lunchtime and after 

school activities that staff already provide 

alongside their other after school duties. 

However, in recent terms, take-up has 

dwindled or been insufficient to even start 

(e.g tag rugby and fencing) clubs.  So, we’d 

like to hear from parents with ideas for how 

to make clubs more viable.  No doubt you 

are aware we are currently looking for 

volunteers to help run the go cart/ 

engineering club so please don’t hesitate to 

get involved! 

I hope this answers some of your current 

queries/concerns.  If there is anything you 

would like to discuss in more detail then 

please don’t hesitate to get in touch via 

clerk@hillesley.gloucs.sch.uk 
 

 

Developing the Governing Body   
We have 3 foundation governor vacancies. It is 

important that these roles our filled as soon as 

possible to ensure that we remain as effective 

as possible. If you are interested in taking on 

this rewarding role then please don’t hesitate 

to get in touch with any of the team for an 

informal chat to find out more.  You can also 

email our clerk on clerk@hillesley.gloucs.sch.uk 
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