
KS2 Curriculum Information – Term 3 2019 

The following is an overview of the curriculum for juniors in the next term. There will be an 

assessment week, when all children will undertake some reading and maths tests, towards the end of 

the term. 

Subject Skills, knowledge and understanding 

Reading and 

Writing   

Upper Key Stage 2 (year 5&6) 

 

Key texts – Short animation from the Primary Literacy Shed – ‘Ruin’ 

Classic Poetry: The Walrus and the Carpenter by Lewis Carroll, The Ballad 

of Charlotte Dymond by Charles Causley and Lochinvar by Sir Walter 

Scott 

 

Ruin: A short animation is set in a post-apocalyptic landscape of derelict 

buildings which are slowly being taken over by the futuristic flora and fauna. 

A lone character explores a container and finds a strange device. Suddenly 

he is aware of an overhead craft trying to attack him – he escapes by 

motorbike. The ‘hero’ may not be all he seems – he has strange light spots 

on his hand and the device seems to recognise him. This short film has no 

dialogue and is a good stimulus for writing. 

Opportunities for writing: 

 Descriptions of settings 

 Retelling the story as a 3rd person narrator or using an internal 

monologue 

 Continuing the story past the end of the animation 

 Writing a conversation with an imagined second character 

Reading objectives: 

 Read & discuss a broad range of genres & texts 

 Learn poetry by heart 

 Discuss use of language, including figurative language 

(especially in poetry) Make comparisons within/across books 

 Draw inference & make predictions  

 Support inferences with evidence  

 Discuss & explain reading, providing reasoned justifications 

for views in written answers 
 

Writing and Grammar objectives: 

 

 Develop character & setting in narrative 

 Select grammar & vocabulary for effect 

 Use a wide range of cohesive devices 

 Ensure grammatical consistency 

 Plan writing to suit audience & purpose (use models of 

writing to help) 

 Proof-reading 



 personal spelling targets and use ‘enable’ resources to check 

work 

 Use brackets, dashes and commas to indicate parenthesis.  

 Use semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries 

between main causes 

 Punctuate speech correctly  

 Identify main and subordinate clauses 

 Use modal verbs and passive voice 

 Use expanded noun phrases 

 

 

 

 

Lower Key Stage 2 (year 3&4) 

 

Key Texts - Going to the Fair by Charles Causley and The Puffin Book of 

Fantastic First Poems. The Hodgeheg by Dick King-Smith  

As well as carrying on our work with poetry, Year 3 and 4 will be reading 

the Hodgeheg by Dick King-Smith looking at word choice and the structure 

of the plot. The children will use the example of Dick King-Smith to build 

their own characters and world before putting it together in their own 

short story. 

Reading objectives: 

 Learn a poem by heart and perform it 

 Read poetry and discuss thoughts and feelings about it 

 Identify features of an adventure story 

 Discuss words and phrases which capture a reader’s imagination 

 Draw inferences from text and predict what might happen 

Writing and Grammar objectives: 

 Use commas with fronted adverbials 

 Write poetry based on ones read 

 Write descriptive phrases to describe objects 

 Use and punctuate direct speech 

 Use commas after fronted adverbials 

 Extend sentences using a range of connectives 

 Organise paragraphs around a theme 

 Use description to create character, setting and plot 

 

Spelling, 

punctuation 

and grammar 

Children are placed in spelling groups based on their spelling age and year 

group. In addition to the spelling work listed below, children will also be 

learning words from the lists given in the National Curriculum – known as 

the ‘Common Exception Words’ (CEW). At the start of the term, children 



will be assessed to check their knowledge of the previous year group’s 

CEW. 

Spelling rules being taught this term include:  

 

Y3/4 

 Suffixes -ness and -ful following 

a consonant  

 Prefixes sub- and tele- 

 Apostrophe for contraction 

 Words with ‘ch’ and ‘s’ ‘ss’ 

(ion/ure) 

 Suffixes -less and -ly 

 Words with endings sounding 

like -ture 

 Possessive apostrophe with 

plurals 

 Homophones 

Y5/6 

 Apostrophes for possession 

and contraction (omission) 

 Homophones 

 Rare spelling patterns 

 Words ending ‘ibly’ ‘ably’ 

 Words ending ‘cial’ ‘tial’ 

 Words ending ‘ough’ 

 Proofreading and editing 

 Using spelling resources – spell 

checkers, dictionaries etc 

  

 

 

Handwriting  Children in Year 3/4 will have a weekly handwriting lesson designed to 

improve letter formation and to practise joining strategies for different 

letters.  

Some children in Y5/6 will also practice handwriting when appropriate. 

Mathematics Upper key stage 2 (years 5&6)  

The upper juniors will focus initially on measuring and calculating the 

perimeter and area of rectilinear shapes and of triangles and parallelograms. 

Year 6 will also look at calculating the volume of cuboids. 

Our second focus this term will be on fractions. This topic includes: 

 

 comparing and ordering fractions of increasing complexity 

 identifying and writing equivalent fractions including simplifying 

fractions where possible using common factors 

 adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing fractions (and in Year 6 

mixed numbers) with both the same and different denominators 

 knowing the decimal equivalent for common fractions 

 

 

Lower key stage 2 (years 3&4)  

Year 3 and 4 will continue working on multiplication and division at the 

start of the term, particularly focusing on multiplying 2 digit numbers by 1 

digit using partitioning.  

We will then be looking at measuring length using perimeter and area and 

adding/subtracting mixed units of m/cm/mm.  

Finally we will begin investigating fractions with year 4’s using fractions to 

divide a quantity of objects. 

 



Multiplication 

Tables 
NB for children in 

Y4 there will be a 

nationwide online 

multiplication 

tables test 

introduced in June 

2019 

Y3/4 Please help your child to learn their x tables - this is part of each 

child’s weekly homework. The curriculum target is that by the end of 

year 4, children should be able to recall multiplication facts up to 12x12.  

There is a weekly test and each child’s progress is recorded. 

 

Y5/6 Knowledge of times tables is essential for children in Year 5/6 who 

will be learning long methods of multiplication and division. They are also 

vital to calculating with, and simplifying, fractions and ratios. Please help 

your child to keep their tables knowledge up to date. 

 

Science This term the children will be investigating materials and changing states. 

They will also find out about reversible and irreversible changes. 

Y 5/6 will also study how temperature changes have an effect on 

landscapes, particularly arctic and desert regions. Y3/4 will find out about 

the water cycle and how water exists as solid, liquid and gas. 

 

Humanities 

Topic 

This term we will be looking at mountains; how they were formed 

and how they influence the landscapes. We will examine the human 

geography of mountainous regions as well as the physical geography. 

MFL     
(modern foreign 

languages) 

This term Y5 and 6 will have 30 minutes French lesson every Friday. 

RE 
There will be 2 RE 

topics running 

during T3/4 

 

Y5/6 Upper juniors will be learning about the significance of the story of 

Abraham in the Old Testament to Christians. The children will make 

connections between this story and ideas about religious faith and the 

importance of trusting God’s promises. They will look at the work of some 

Christian organisations such as the Salvation Army. 

Y3/4 Year 3 and 4 will be focusing 

on the story of Noah this term, 

looking at the rules God gave to 

Noah after the flood and his 

promise in the form of the rainbow. 

We will then compare this to 

promises made in other walks of life, 

how people live up to them as well 

as when and how to ask for 

forgiveness. 

Y3/4 Lower juniors will also look at 

how some festivals and family life 

show what is important to Jewish 

people. They will investigate the 

Festivals of Rosh Hashanah, and 

Yom Kippur and Pesach and think 

about what they mean to Jewish 

families. 

PE If your child uses and asthma inhaler, please ensure one is handed 

into the office. 

PE kit needs to be in school all week.  

The children need – shorts, T-shirt, socks (especially for girls wearing 

tights), trainers, jogging bottoms and a fleece - in case of a cold day.  

This term we will be doing inside games, lacrosse, handball and tag rugby. 

 

PSHE PHSE is closely linked to our value for the term which is Friendship. We 

will also be reviewing what we think bullying is and what we can do to 

counteract bullying behaviour. 

Art/DT Top fit with our Topic work we will be examining the work of landscape 

artists who have produced art work depicting mountains including Thomas 

Hill, Bob Rees, Paul Cezanne and Georgia O’Keefe 



Music and 

Drama 

We have been able to arrange specialist teaching of music technology using 

I pads and other computing skills. These lessons will run for 10 sessions 

throughout terms 3 and 4. 

Computing 

 

See above 

 


