
KS2 Curriculum Information – Term 2 

The following is an overview of the curriculum for juniors in the next term. There will be an 

assessment week, when all children will undertake some reading and maths tests, towards the end of 

the term. 

Subject Skills, knowledge and understanding 

Reading and 

Writing   

Upper Key Stage 2 (year 5&6) 

 

Key texts – Hamilton Trust Instructions and explanations examples  

 

 ‘Hover boards and Doggie Umbrellas’ - meet new-fangled escalators and 

other crazy inventions in a unit, which explores instructions and 

explanations in the context of changing technology.  

The children will analyse explanations for key language features such as 

causal conjunctions and discuss how the structure of a non-fiction text can 

help the reader locate and understand information. Juniors will write an 

explanation of a crazy invention and they will create a persuasive text to 

advertise their own invention. The Children will try pitching/presenting 

their idea in a Dragon's Den style game.  

Reading objectives: 

 Apply knowledge of morphology & etymology when reading new 

words 

 Read and discuss a broad range of genres & texts 

 Identify how language, structure, etc. contribute to meaning 

 Make comparisons within/across texts  

 Summarising key points from texts 

 Retrieve and present information from non-fiction texts. 

 Take part in formal presentations of their work 

 

Writing and Grammar objectives: 

 

 Develop legible, fluent handwriting 

 Plan writing to suit audience and purpose 

 Use organisational and presentational features of non-fiction to 

guide the reader to relevant sections of their written work 

 Use a consistent and appropriate tense 

 Proof-read their work  

 Use a wide range of cohesive devices within and across paragraphs 

e.g. pronouns and conjunctions 

 Develop awareness of their personal spelling targets and use 

‘enable’ resources to their check work 

 Use brackets, dashes and commas to indicate parenthesis. 

 Use semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between 

main causes. 

 Develop knowledge of word classes. 

 



 

 

Lower Key Stage 2 (year 3&4) 

 

To start the term off, we will be looking at non-chronological report 

writing around the topic of video games. This unit will be based around 

computer and video games where children will read reviews, play games 

and will write their own game reports! Pronouns and tense activities will 

also be covered. 

Afterwards we will look at a selection of traditional poems by Charles 

Causley and Eleanor Farjeon. The children will explore the vocabulary of 

sounds and study the use of adjectives and adverbs/adverbials as 

descriptions. Finally, the children will write poetry inspired by Sounds in the 

Evening and I am the Song. 

 

Reading objectives 

 Identify features of a review 
 Identify techniques to help with decoding and understanding of 

technical/specific language 

 Take part in a debate 

 Judge a report’s effectiveness based on the key report writing 

criteria 

 Learn a poem by heart and perform it 

 Read poetry and discuss thoughts and feelings about it 

Writing and grammar objectives 

 Recognise and use conjunctions to express time, place and cause 

 Write sentences containing conjunctions, prepositions and adverbs 

 Make notes and annotate for a report 

 Use pronouns in writing 

 Write and edit a report 

 Change verbs from past to present tense. 

 Write a poem based on ones read 

 Write descriptive phrases to describe objects 

 Use commas with fronted adverbials 

Spelling, 

punctuation 

and grammar 

Children are placed in spelling groups based on their spelling age and year 

group. In addition to the spelling work listed below, children will also be 

learning words from the lists given in the National Curriculum – known as 

the ‘Common Exception Words’ (CEW). At the start of the term, children 

will be assessed to check their knowledge of the previous year group’s 

CEW. 

Spelling rules being taught this term include:  

 

Y3/4 

 Prefixes mis- and re- 

Y5/6 



 The I sound spelt y 

 Words ending in the ‘g’ sound 

spelt –gue and the ‘k’ sound 

spelt que 

 Prefixes im- in- il- ir 

 Words with the ‘ei’ sound 

spelt ei, eigh or ey 

 Words with the ‘f’ sound spelt 

‘ch’ and the ‘^’ sound spelt ‘ou’ 

 Adding suffixes beginning with 

vowel letters to words of 

more than one syllable 

 Strategies for proofreading and 

editing including using a 

dictionary or spell checker 

Common exception words 

homework 

 Personal spelling lists – words 

which children individually find 

difficult to remember 

 Spelling common plurals  

 Homophones  

 Words ending ‘ce’ or ‘se’ 

 Words ending ‘cious’ and 

‘tious’ 

 Strategies for proofreading and 

editing including using a 

dictionary or spell checker 

 common exception words 

homework 

 

 

 

 

Handwriting  Children in Year 3/4 will have a weekly handwriting lesson designed to 

improve letter formation and to practise joining strategies for different 

letters.  

Mathematics Upper key stage 2 (years 5&6)  

The upper juniors will practice mental and written methods of 

multiplication and division. They will use these skills to reason about 

mathematical problems to help find efficient methods of solving them. The 

children will learn about at the key geometry terms for circles. They will 

use equipment to measure and find out about the relationship between the 

circumference of a circle and its diameter to begin to understand the 

concept of Pi. Finally, towards the end of the term the children will learn 

about calculating the area, perimeter and volume of some 2d and 3d 

shapes. The focus for Y6 will be on solving problems relating to these 

concepts. 

 

Lower key stage 2 (years 3&4)  

Year 3 and 4 will be continuing to work on mental and written methods of 

addition and subtraction and using these to solve problems. We will also be 

learning and practicing using inverse operations to find number facts and to 

check answers.  

Later in the term, we will move onto learning multiplication and division 

facts, using mental times table skills to solve multiplication and division 

problems, multiplying by 1 and 0 and using written methods for multiplying 

numbers. 

Multiplication 

Tables 
NB for children in 

Y4 there will be a 

nationwide online 

multiplication 

tables test 

Y3/4 Please help your child to learn their x tables - this is part of each 

child’s weekly homework. The curriculum target is that by the end of 

year 4, children should be able to recall multiplication facts up to 12x12.  

There is a weekly test and each child’s progress is recorded. 

 

Y5/6 Knowledge of times tables is essential for children in Year 5/6 who 

will be learning long methods of multiplication and division. They are also 



introduced in June 

2019 
vital to calculating with, and simplifying, fractions and ratios. Please help 

your child to keep their tables knowledge up to date. 

 

Science This term the children will be learning all about forces. The upper Key 

Stage 2 children will focus on investigating magnets’ whilst year3 and 4 will 

be learning about different forces including gravity; air and water resistance 

and friction. 

Humanities 

Topic 

We continue our Tudor Topic and we will be visiting a Tudor house and 

gardens at Montecute; learning more about Henry the 8th and Tudor 

seafarers. 

MFL 

(modern 

foreign 

languages) 

None this term. 

RE 
 

Y5/6 – Children in year 5/6 will complete their work on what Christians 

can learn from the Bible story of the ‘Creation and Fall’ of mankind and 

how, when and why Christians (and those of other faiths or none) might 

say sorry. We will also be preparing for the school nativity play ‘Midwife 

Crisis’ which will look at the events in the Christmas story using song, 

dance and drama.  

Year 3/4 - In year 3/4 we will be finishing looking at the story of creation 

and the messages it has for both Christians and non-Christians. We will 

then look at the story of Adam and Eve and place the events of the book of 

Genesis on a timeline. Finally, we will be practicing for the Christmas play, 

which will give a fun take on the nativity.  

PE If your child uses and asthma inhaler, please ensure one is handed 

into the office. 

PE kit needs to be in school all week.  

The children need – shorts, T-shirt, socks (especially for girls wearing 

tights), trainers, jogging bottoms and a fleece - in case of a cold day.  

 

PSHE This term we will be focussing on the Values for Life theme of Compassion, 

considering what it takes to be a good friend and a good neighbour. 

 We will also be learning about Remembrance with particular focus on 

WW1 and the “There but not there” 2018 Armistice Project. 

Art/DT This work will be closely related to Topic work and Christmas activities. 

Music and 

Drama 

Brass tuition continues for another 6 sessions and the children will also be 

learning songs, dances and lines for the Christmas production “A Midwife 

Crisis” 

Computing 

 

IT equipment will be used in a variety of cross curricular lessons this term, 

including making displays, notices and props; presentations to show learning 

in Topic. 

 


