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DEFINITION OF A DRUG 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
Hillesley Primary School is committed to safeguarding the health and safety of its members 
and will not knowingly permit or tolerate possession, consumption, supply, or offer to supply, 
any restricted drugs on the school premises.  If any of these offences are committed, they will 
be thoroughly investigated and sanctions applied when necessary.  School staff and other 
adults on site should act at all times as responsible role models.  Therefore, this policy will 
apply to any person on the school premises, unless the Head teacher and Governing Body 
has agreed for the rules to be altered for a particular occasion eg staff or governor social 
events. 
 
 

DRUGS EDUCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AIMS 
 
Our aims are to : 
 

 Provide children with knowledge and accurate information about all types of drugs and 
the effects they can have on people’s lives 

 Provide children with the knowledge that all household products, including medicines, 
can be harmful if not used properly 

 Help children become more self-confident so that they are able to make sensible and 
informed decisions about their lives 

 Let children know what they should do if they come across drugs, or are aware of 
other people misusing drugs 

 Help children respect their own bodies and, in doing so, reduce the likelihood that they 
will be persuaded to become involved in drug use and misuse 

 Show that taking illegal drugs is a moral and legal issue and that choices about drugs 
are moral and legal choices 

A drug is a substance, legal or illegal, that can alter the way the mind or body works.  
Therefore, this policy will include alcohol, tobacco products, caffeine, solvents and other 
volatile substances, over the counter drugs and medicines, prescribed medicines, including 

tranquillisers and painkiller and illegal drugs. 

 

Children require the knowledge, understanding and skills that enable them to make the sort 
of choices that lead to a healthy lifestyle.  Drugs education has the primary objective of 
helping children to become more confident and responsible young people.  Children are 
taught about the dangers to health posed by drug taking and the safe use of medicines. 
The social skills that enable them to make informed moral and social decisions in relation 
to drugs in society are emphasised.  Drugs education is a whole-school issue and 
opportunities to teach about the importance of living a healthy lifestyle occur throughout the 
curriculum. 
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 Ensure that all children are taught about drugs in a consistent manner, following 
guidelines that have been agreed by governors and staff. 

 
 
IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Drugs education is delivered in accordance with the Gloucestershire Guidance, which details 
learning outcomes with key questions, themes and content areas for each key stage from 
reception to year six.  Class teachers answer questions about drugs sensitively and 
appropriately as they occur.  In circle time sessions/PSHE lessons, children are encouraged 
to discuss issues that are important to them and helped to be aware of the dangers of the 
misuse of drugs.  Drugs education is an important part of our school’s personal, social and 
health education (PSHE) curriculum. In teaching about drugs, the guidelines provided by the 
DFES – “Drugs; Guidance for Schools” and the LEA are followed and advice and support is 
available from the Healthy Schools team. 
 
Lessons that focus on drugs education form part of a sequence that is designed to promote a 
healthy lifestyle.  Children are given drugs education in normal lesson time.  Agencies such as 
the police, the school nurse or other health professionals may be invited into school to support 
lessons.  The teaching style used encourages children to ask questions and reflect on the 
dangers to health of the misuse of drugs. Children explore issues, such as why people take 
drugs and how they can avoid putting themselves in danger in the future.  They are given the 
opportunity to talk in groups or to the whole class and encouraged to listen to the views of 
others and to explore why drugs are such a problem for society. 
 
 
CONTENT 
 
See accompanying guidance 
 
 
ASSESSMENT AND RECORDING 
 
Methods of Assessment : 
 

 Self-assessment, eg pupils writing simple evaluations of their feelings about their 
learning in particular activities and comparing answers to factual quizzes at the start of 
the lesson with answers at the end 

 Group assessment; eg pupils reflecting on how well they worked as a group, the 
problems they faced, how they overcame them and what roles individuals in the group 
played 

 Peer assessment, eg pupils identifying things they have learnt from each other; 
providing constructive feedback on presentations or contributions to discussions 

 Teacher assessment; eg through observation and listening, written work, drawings, 
role-play, drams, discussions, noting how pupils contribute to the life of the school. 
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The head teacher will; 
 

 Ensure that staff and parents are informed of the drugs education policy and that it is 
implemented effectively 

 Ensure that staff is trained to teach effectively and handle any difficult issues with 
sensitivity 

 Liaise with external agencies regarding the school drugs programme and ensure that 
all adults who work with children on these issues are aware of the school policy and 
work within its framework 

 Monitor the policy and report to governors, when requested, on the effectiveness of the 
policy 

 
The Governors 
 

 Have the responsibility of setting down the general guidelines on drugs education and 
support the head teacher in following them 

 Inform parents about the drugs education policy 

 Liaise with the LA and health organisations so that the policy is in line with the best 
advice available. 

 
Parents 
 
The school is aware that the primary role in children’s drugs education lies with parents and 
wishes to build a positive and supporting relationship with parents of children at school 
through mutual understanding, trust and cooperation.   In promoting this objective, the school 
will: 
 

 Inform parents about the school drugs policy and practice 

 Invite parents to view the materials used to teach drugs education in our school 

 Answer any questions parents may have about the drugs education their child receive 
in school 

 Take seriously any issue that parents raise with teachers or governors about this 
policy or the arrangements for drugs education in the school 

 

MONITORING AND REVIEW 
 
The governing body will monitor the drugs policy as necessary and if the policy appears to 
need modification the governing body will take into serious consideration any representation 
from parents about the drugs education programme and comments will be recorded. 
 

 
STORAGE AND HANDLING OF MEDICATION 
 
The school does not keep, or make available over-the-counter medicines or remedies and 
school staff are not obliged to administer any medicines to pupils.  The exceptions to this are; 
trained first aiders can administer prescribed medicines if written permission and instruction 
has been provided by the parents ( these medicines are to be stored either in the school office 
or staff room fridge;  
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the self-administration of asthma inhalers and the emergency use of epi-pens. 
 
Asthma Inhalers 
 
Those children who may require an asthma inhaler are encouraged to keep their spare inhaler 
in the inhaler box in each classroom or the school office and place in their PE bags if going off 
site. Parents are responsible for their child’s medication and should ensure that inhalers do 
not pass their expiry date and that children are aware of their correct method and frequency of 
use. 
 
Epi-pens 
 
Named staff are able to administer epi-pens in the case of severe allergic reactions where 
there is a risk of anaphylaxis. 
 
Non-emergency Medication 
 
Where children require non-emergency medication during the school day, parents or carers or 
other adults given written permission by the parents or carers may come into school to 
personally provide medicine to their child. 
 
Pupils with Special Needs 
 
Some children have medical conditions that, if not properly managed, could limit their access 
to education.  Such children are regarded as having medical needs.  Most children with 
medical needs are able to attend school regularly and, with some support from the school, can 
take part in most normal school activities. 
 
In some cases to ensure the safety of individual children with specific medical needs, it may 
be necessary to draw up a health care plan to set out in detail the measure needed to support 
a pupil in school, including preparing for an emergency situation. 
 
Self-medication 
 
Whilst at school, children are not allowed to administer their own medication or be in 
possession of any medication, with the exception of asthma inhalers. 
 
 
 

DEALING WITH DRUG-RELATED INCIDENTS 
 
Procedure 
 
There are a variety of situations that would constitute a drug-related incident outline below : 

 A pupil under the influence of drugs/alcohol 

 Discovery –drugs/alcohol-related paraphernalia found on pupil 

 Supplying by: 
o Pupil 
o School, staff, parents, carers, persons external to the school community 
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Boundaries and School Responsibility 
 
Pupils are expected to adhere to this policy once they have entered the physical boundaries of 
the school until they leave the same boundaries at the end of the school day.  The policy will 
also apply to pupils on their journey to and from school and if they leave school premises 
during the day.  Pupils are also expected to adhere to this policy whilst they are attending an 
event or on a residential or school trip, whether supervised on not.  Any pupil involved in a 
drug-related incident on such occasion will be dealt with according to this policy.  People 
concerned in the management of any venue hosting an event may impose additional 
procedures/sanctions. 
 
Support and Sanctions 
 
There will be an automatic sanction applied to any drug-related incident in school.  Any 
response will be taken after considering all the relevant facts and information about a young 
person and the circumstances in which an incident has come about.  The school response will 
be part of a supportive network developed to ensure that the school uses its powers to protect 
the long-term welfare of the pupils in the school. 
 
There is a range of possible responses that the school may implement (not in hierarchical 
order) : 
 

 Establish an individual teaching plan, personal support programme or other support 
plan 

 Change arrangements at school, eg teaching set 

 Make sure that the young person is not the victim of bullying or similar 

 Use the rewards system for appropriate behavioural changes 

 Encourage positive input to school, eg participation in peer education programmes, 
monitor playground duty 

 Assessment by the educational psychology service 

 Consultation with support services 

 Access to counselling 

 Statementing 

 Application of school’s sanction system for inappropriate behaviour 

 Supervision of break and lunch times 

 Referral to the school nurse 

 Referral to a local drugs support agency 

 A letter home to parents and carers 

 The parents and carers being asked to attend the school 

 Involvement of the police – The school will consider involving the police for serious 
offences of where there is a lack of cooperation from the pupil or parents.  IN addition, 
the school may also impose internal sanctions to help the pupil benefit from the 
experience and use of the incident as a deterrent within the school. 

 Fixed term or permanent exclusion may be used when other options have been 
explored or where is it demonstrated that there is a significant risk to the safety or 
welfare of staff or pupils. 
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Records 

 
Records will be kept by the LA’s drug-related incident record form for all drug-related 
incidents.  These will be kept securely by the head teacher and will only be shared with key 
people with consent from the head teacher. 

 
 

Confidentiality (and disclosure) 
 

Young people wishing to disclose drug use by themselves or their peers to school staff are 
informed that confidentiality cannot be guaranteed and that the issue may need to be taken 
further for the pupil’s safety.  Any information will be recorded and treated sensitively in line 
with the school’s confidentiality policy. 
 
 
Public Disclosure 
 
The main purpose of drugs education is to develop young people’s knowledge, skills, attitudes 
and values and not to find out about their personal drug use.  For this reason, this point is 
addressed within the first lesson  of any drug education programme so that neither staff nor 
pupils will discuss any personal drug use.  Public disclosure from staff and pupils should be 
discouraged at all times.  However, the staff should make it clear to pupils that they can talk 
with them privately on matters that are concerning them. At the start of the drugs education 
programme, pupils and staff are encouraged to draw up a set of ground rules (a contract), 
which will include issues of confidentiality as part of the group agreement.  If any member of 
staff or a pupil is asked about personal drug use, they will refer back to the ground rules 
(contract). 
 
 
Collecting  Evidence 
 

 The law permits school staff to take temporary possession of a substance suspected 
of being a controlled drug for the purpose of protecting a pupil from harm and/or 
committing an offence of possession 

 The substance should either be handed to the policy that will be able to identify if it is 
an illegal  drug or it should be disposed of in the presence of a witness, but its identity 
cannot be claimed in retrospect.  School staff should not attempt to analyse or taste an 
unidentified substance. 

 It is open to a member of staff to search a students’ desk or lock where he/she has 
reasonable cause to believe it contains unlawful items.  This should be done in the 
presence of a witness and the pupil. 

 Where pupils are suspected of concealing illegal substances on their persons, every 
effort should be first made to secure the voluntary handing over of any unlawful 
substance by, for example, asking them to turn out their pockets. 

 

 It is also reasonable for the designated teacher, when interviewing a pupil to ask the 
pupil to make his/her bags available for inspection. 
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 The teacher must be careful to ensure that there is no opportunity for allegations of 
assault or improper conduct to arise, and therefore a witness should be in attendance 
at any interview or search of belongings. 

 If a student refuses, the student should be detained under supervision while the police 
are called to deal with the situation 

 Intimate physical searches should never be made by a teacher – the powers to search 
by the police are clearly defined in law. 

 
 
Needle Disposal 
 
A disposal unit for sharps is available in the cleaner’s cupboard and the set procedures should 
be followed to ensure safe disposal. 
 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
The head teacher will take the lead on monitoring the school policy and its implementation, 
and acting on any resulting recommendations.  This will happen informally on an annual basis, 
with a formal review and any rewriting of the policy on a three-year cycle. 
 
 
Review 
 
The head teacher, in consultation with staff and governors in summer 2013 produced this 
policy.  It will be reviewed in summer 2016 
 
 
 
Date Approved:  2016 
 
 
 
Review Date: 2019 


