
KS2 Curriculum Information – Term 2 

The following is an overview of the curriculum in the next term. Please note: Week 2 of this term is 

an assessment week when your child/ren will undertake some standardised tests to check on their 

progress. Results of any tests will be reported at parents’ evening. 

Subject Skills, knowledge and understanding 

Reading and 
Writing   

Upper Key Stage 2 (year 5&6) 
Fiction: Key text – Over the Deep by Samantha Wilcoxson 
This unit is based on the journeys of emigrants to the USA in the 

early 20th century. The key text is a fictional story of a child caught 

up in the events of the Titanic disaster. The children will make notes 

and write a biography about one of four famous people who were on 

board the ship at the time. They will look at a range of replica 

Titanic documents and analyse their audience and purpose. In the 

final half of the term, we will consider how authors create tension in 

dramatic fiction. The children will use these ideas to write their own 

disaster survival story extracts. 
 
 
 
Lower Key Stage 2 (year 3&4) 
 
In the first half of the term we will look at the features of non-

chronological reports based around the Harry Potter stories. The 

children will create a poster or leaflet about the Harry Potter 

studios, write Hogwarts style school reports and design a prospectus 

for Hogwarts. 

 

In the second half of the term, the children will investigate and 

discuss shape based poetry, learning some through recitals. They 

will then plan and write some of their own. 

 

Spelling, 
punctuation 
and grammar 

Children are placed in spelling groups based on their spelling age and year 
group. In addition to the spelling work listed below, children will also be 
learning words from the lists given in the National Curriculum – known as the 
‘Common Exception Words’ (CEW). At the start of the term, children will be 
assessed to check their knowledge of the previous year group’s CEW. 
Spelling rules being taught this term include:  
 

Y3/4 
Prefixes mis-  re-  in- il- im- and ir- 

The /I/ sound spelt ‘y’ 

Words ending with the /g/ sound spelt ‘-

gue’ and the /k/ sound spelt ‘-que’ 

Adding suffixes beginning with vowel 

letters to words of more than one 

syllable. (‘-ing’ ‘-er’ ‘-en’ ‘-ed’) 

 

Y5/6 
Suffixes to words ending ‘fer’ 
Revision of plurals  
Apostrophes for contractions and 
for possession 
Homophones ending ‘ce’ or ‘se’ 
Words ending ‘cious’ ‘tious’ 

Grammar and Punctuation:  



Upper Key Stage 2 (year 5&6) 
 
 Identifying prepositions  

 Identifying modal verbs 

 Identifying relative clauses and parenthesis 

 Apostrophes for possession  

 Selecting the appropriate register/style for formal or informal 

writing 

 Selecting relevant details and taking notes 

 Planning writing to suit audience and purpose (biography) 

 Organise written work appropriately (biography) 

 Varying sentence structure and punctuation to create tension 

(fiction) 
 
Lower Key Stage 2 (years 3&4) 
 

 Using sentences with more than one clause: Complex and 

compound sentences. 
 Using commas before or after phrases or clauses. 
 Using pronouns to avoid repetition or ambiguity. 
 Use the possessive apostrophe with singular or plural nouns. 
 Use a wide range of conjunctions with sentences. 
 Use appropriate formal or informal writing for reports based 

on the intended reader. 
 
 
 
 

Handwriting  Children in Year 3/4 will have a weekly handwriting lesson designed to 
improve letter formation and to practise joining strategies for different 
letters.  

Mathematics Upper key stage 2 (years 5&6)  
This term children in Y5/6 will begin with written methods of multiplication 
and division. Times tables knowledge is essential for accurate calculations 
with larger numbers and especially for long division. We will also be reading 
and solving problems using pie charts and line graphs. The children will name 
different parts of a circle and begin to know the relationship between the 
circumference, diameter and radius. We will also revise/learn how to 
calculate a mean average. We also hope to fit in some measurement work on 
area, perimeter and volume. 
 
Lower key stage 2 (years 3&4)  

Children in Y3/4 will consolidate knowledge of written and mental methods 
of addition and subtraction and use them in solving two step problems. We 
will move onto using times table facts to learn mental multiplication and 
division strategies as well as written methods then using these to solve 
missing number and correspondence problems. At the end of the term, the 
children will use their knowledge of the four main operations in a budgeting 
project.  

 



 

Multiplication 
Tables 

Y3/4 Please help your child to learn their x tables - this is part of each child’s 
weekly homework. The curriculum target is that by the end of year 4, 
children should be able to recall multiplication facts up to 12x12.  
There is a weekly test and each child’s progress is recorded. 
 
Y5/6 Knowledge of times tables is essential for children in Year 5/6 who will 
be learning long methods of multiplication and division. They are also vital to 
calculating with, and simplifying, fractions. Please help your child to keep 
their tables knowledge up to date. 
 

Science  
This term we will be learning all about the state of matter and how gases, 
liquids and solids behave under different conditions. The children will learn 
about how particles behave in different states. We will also be examining 
how everyday materials can be changed by external forces and physical 
processes. 
 
 

Humanities 
Topic 

 
The topic on The Normans and Castles will continue this term. Building on 
from our successful trip to Cardiff Castle, we will further examine how the 
Normans ruled and used their castles and what everyday life was like in 
Norman times. 
 
 
 

MFL (modern 
foreign 
languages) 

This term the children will continue to learn basic, everyday vocabulary and 
learn some words and traditions related to Christmas in France. 

RE 
 

What do Hindu’s believe God is like? 

We will learn about Brahman as an all-pervasive being who is represented by 
the AUM sound and symbol. The children will learn about some Hindu Gods 
including the Trimurti - Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva. We will investigate the 
Puja ceremony and how Hindu beliefs about God are linked to how Hindus 
choose to live.  

PE PE kit needs to be in school all week. The children need – shorts, T-shirt, 
trainers, jogging bottoms and fleece in case of a cold day. If your child uses 
their PE kit for an after school club or activity, please ensure it is returned 
to school before the next PE lesson.   
Swimming continues for a further 6 sessions. When the weather is not 
suitable for outdoor sports, basic gymnastics and indoor games will take 
place. When outside the children will be learning the skills and playing 
hockey. 

PSHE Our theme for worship this term is Creativity and we will be thinking about 
ways in which we can be creative and how we can put creativity to good use 
to improve our environment. 



During November we also spend some time thinking about Remembrance 
and why it is important to keep thinking about these matters in the future. 

Art/DT Some art work will be related to the topic work but art for the Christmas 
production and Christmas events will also be taking place. 

Music and 
Drama 

This term the preparation for the Christmas production “ Lights, Camel, 
Action – it’s Strictly the Nativity!” will involve singing, dancing, performance, 
making scenery and developing characters. 
KS1 will continue to have weekly music lessons with Trudy Mundy and KS2 
will have more ukulele lessons with Mr Munn. 

Computing 
 

This term children will be learning to use Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, 
Publisher and Excel effectively. In E-Safety and Knowledge they will learn 
about E-Mail safety, digital copyright, Cyber-bullying and the social 
network/gaming world. 
 
They will also learn about the key points and figures in the development of 
the internet. 

 

 

 

 

 


