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School context 

Hillesley is a much smaller than average rural primary school with 34 children on roll who are 

arranged into Key Stage class groups. They come from varied socio-economic backgrounds. 

The majority of children are from a white British heritage. The number of children with special 

educational needs and/or disabilities is above the national average as is the number receiving 

Pupil Premium support. Attendance is broadly in line with national averages. The school has 

entered into a collaborative partnership with another local school and shares an executive 

headteacher. At the time of the inspection the school was being led by an acting headteacher 

from among the school staff. 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Hillesley as a Church of England school are 

outstanding 

 Strong links between core Christian values and children’s learning and well-being put 

the Christian ethos at the centre of the life of the school. 

 The quality of teaching and learning in religious education (RE) ensures that the subject 

makes an important contribution to the Christian ethos. 

 The commitment of school leaders to the continual development of the school as a 

church school. 

Areas to improve 

Refine opportunities for children to deepen their responses to encounters for spiritual 

development by: 

 Creating opportunities for children to reach for deeper understanding of their personal 

responses to Christian teaching and prayer in collective worship. 

 Take risks in the teaching and learning of religious education (RE) to challenge children 

to take greater responsibility for the direction and extension of their learning. 

 Ensure that school leaders and managers constantly refine their systems to monitor and 

evaluate the impact of the Christian ethos as they respond to children’s views and 

suggestions for development.  
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The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is outstanding at meeting 

the needs of all learners 

 An outstanding aspect of the school’s Christian character is the extent to which Christian 

values make explicit links with children’s learning and personal development.  For example, the 

school’s programme for personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship is 

specifically linked to the Christian values that underpin the school ethos. Further than this, 

children are able to connect these links with collective worship and make it relevant to their 

own lives. This is clearly evident in the way that children explain how the objectives central to 

the recently introduced initiative to ‘lift their learning’ are worship themes which encourage 

children to do better in their learning. Through clearly articulated links such as this, the 

school’s Christian ethos is making an important contribution to the quality of learning and to 

children’s attainment which is consistently above national expectations. The school has 

addressed the area for development from the previous inspection to create a policy for 

spiritual development. This area has been taken further forward by identifying opportunities 

for spiritual development in the curriculum and by developing ways to monitor the quality of 

these opportunities. These opportunities need further refining to encourage children to 

respond to them at a deeper level and to acquire the language to enable them to do so. School 

leaders have a very clear grasp that spirituality is concerned with the personal fulfilment of 

each child to understand their inner-self and therefore have a good capacity to continue to 

develop this area of school life. Relationships throughout the school are excellent and based 

on trust and respect for each other whether adult or child. Children have positive attitudes 

towards their learning and say that they make good friends with children of all ages. The 

school supports children well to understand the diversity of culture and faith in modern 

Britain.  

The impact of collective worship on the school community is good 

Acts of worship at Hillesley are distinct times when the school comes together to learn about 

Jesus and have time to pray together. Children have a clear understanding that collective 

worship is a special time to ‘learn about Christianity’ and ‘celebrate the good things’ that 

happen in school life.  The use of the Old Chapel Hall, a short walk from the school, helps to 

create a sense that worship is an occasion. The acting headteacher has ensured that collective 

worship has continued to move forward over the past few years and that it has maintained a 

high profile in the life of the school. The ongoing development of worship is an area for 

improvement in the current school development plan and the school needs to ensure a 

consistency in its leadership as well as creating more opportunities for children to respond to 

the messages they hear and, through prayer and reflection, relate these to their own lives.  

Planning for collective worship is based on a framework of explicit Christian values that are 

explained using mostly stories from the Bible. Children are able to recall the values they have 

learnt about and give some examples of how they might be used in their own lives.  They are 

aware that these values are related to Bible stories. Children have some involvement in 

planning and leading acts of worship mainly in relation to the celebration of major Christian 

festivals. A special table and the lighting of a candle at the start help to define worship as 

distinct. Children explain that the candle helps them focus when they are praying and is a 

reminder that Jesus is with them. Children are developing their understanding of the concept 

of the Trinity and the worship planning has tried to focus more on exploring what this means 

to them. More could be done to help children begin to make sense of what the Holy Spirit 

means as part of the Trinity. Acts of worship provide times for children to be still and reflect 

and to pray. They respond well and with an appropriate reverence. They have a good 

understanding that prayer is a time to talk to God or Jesus to say thank you for the good 

things He gives us. Older children in particular spoke of how prayers can help by giving 

confidence or courage in times of difficulty. Governors carry out regular monitoring of 

worship through meetings with children in which some areas are identified for development. 

Governors need to ensure that they let children know that they have responded to them. The 

collective worship policy needs to be reviewed to ensure that explicit reference is made to the 

place of God and Jesus Christ at the centre of worship in a church school. 
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The effectiveness of religious education is outstanding 

Standards in RE are consistently above national expectations by the time children leave the 

school at the end of Key Stage 2. The majority of children make good progress in RE and a 

good number achieve well at higher levels. Attainment in RE compares well with other core 

subjects in the curriculum and the assessment of children’s achievement in RE is thorough. It 

includes attainment data of children’s’ knowledge in RE and understanding of what they have 

learned from their studies. The RE subject leader ensures that teachers are continually refining 

the accuracy with which they level the children’s achievement against national expectations by 

moderating samples of work. This ensures consistency across the school. Scrutiny of children’s 

work by the acting headteacher adds a further level of monitoring of the accuracy of the 

assessment process. The RE leader is keen to develop assessment by making more use of data 

to track progress and identify trends in different groups of children. Teaching is of a high 

quality across the school with particular strengths relating to the confidence of teachers to 

explore concepts in an open ended way. For example, learning in the Key Stage 2 class was 

generated by the children’s own questions relating to aspects of creation. The teacher skilfully 

guided children through an exploration of the temptation in the Garden of Eden by considering 

how Christian and Islamic concepts of temptations are linked. Children are animated when 

challenged in this way and respond with excitement and enthusiasm. A similar level of 

engagement was seen in the Key Stage 1 class where children used very secure knowledge of 

Judaism to understand the importance of Shabbat to Jews and the importance of giving thanks 

to God. An important aspect of RE in the school is the children’s ability to apply their 

considerable knowledge to make links between different parts of biblical teaching that enhance 

their understanding. Still more can be done to give children greater responsibility for the 

direction of their learning in RE that contributes to their spiritual development. Religious 

education makes a good contribution to the promotion of the school’s Christian ethos 

through opportunities to make reference to the Christian values and acts of worship. 

Leadership of RE is excellent. The coordinator is very knowledgeable and has a clear grasp of 

what needs to be done to continue to take the subject forward.  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church 

school is outstanding 

 The school has experienced a series of changes to its leadership in recent years. Throughout 

these changes the current acting headteacher has been fully supported by the whole staff team, 

working particularly with the RE coordinator, to develop the impact of the school’s distinctive 

Christian ethos. The school has made good progress in embedding explicit Christian values 

into children’s learning and contributing substantially to their well-being. Members of the 

governing body have helped provide consistency to the ongoing drive to improve through the 

work of the church school distinctiveness subgroup which has ensured that regular monitoring 

and evaluation has taken place that gathers feedback from children. This subgroup is aware of 

the need to continually refine systems of evaluation in order to respond effectively to actions 

that arise from ongoing evaluation of evidence. The inclusion of Christian values in regular 

newsletters to parents is an example of the way that the school has raised the whole school 

community’s awareness of them. Parents feel that these values are inclusive to all members of 

the school and make an impact on the everyday lives of their children both in school and at 

home. They appreciate that the school helps their children explore matters of belief through 

an approach that ‘opens their eyes to the possibilities of faith’.  Parents agree that the school 

does this in a way that allows their children to openly discuss these issues in a confident and 

comfortable way. They feel that the church is an important aspect of the life of the school and 

value the ‘connection’ to it including the presence of the vicar as a ‘constant’ in the whole 

community. The school’s relationship with the church is strong and, through their mutual links, 

together have a central role in the life of the local community. The school meets the statutory 

requirements for collective worship and religious education.  
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