
KS2 Curriculum Information – Term 5

The following is an overview of the curriculum in the next term. This is a short term and includes an 
assessment week when Year 6 children will be undertaking national standard assessment tests 
(SATs) and children in years 3-5 will be assessed using internally marked tests. We will also measure 
reading and spelling ages and this information will be included on the children’s reports in July.

Subject Skills, knowledge and understanding

Reading and 
Writing  

Year 5/6 will be using the book ‘The Viewer’ by Shaun Tan as the key text 
to practice the reading skills of prediction, inference and deduction. We 
will also use this book to stimulate both fiction and non-fiction writing. 
Year 6 children will be building up evidence of their writing skills across all 
curriculum subjects in preparation for their transition to secondary school.

Year 3/4 will study stories set in India using ‘Seasons of Splendour’  by 
Madhur Jaffrey and ‘The Tiger Child’ by Joanna Troughton. They will have 
opportunities to explore Indian folk tales and myths before performing 
their own oral re-telling and written adaptations. They will learn about 
adverbial clauses to make their writing more interesting and use commas 
to organise their sentences,

Spelling,
punctuation and 
grammar

Children are placed in spelling groups based on their spelling age and year 
group. In addition to general spelling work, children will also be learning 
words from their personal spelling lists (words they find tricky) and from 
the lists given in the National Curriculum – known as the ‘Common 
Exception Words’ (CEW)
Spelling lessons objectives this term

Year 3/4 Year 5/6
Strategies for unfamiliar words
Learning the common exception 
words for Y3/4
Learning spellings from their 
personal ‘have a go’ sheet
Apostrophes for contraction
Suffixes ’ly’
Proofreading

Strategies for unfamiliar words
Learning the common exception 
words for Y5/6
Learning spellings from their 
personal ‘have a go’ sheet
Using etymology and morphology 
to help work out tricky words
Homophones e.g. cereal/serial
Words ending ‘ance’ ‘ancy’
Words ending ‘sion’

Grammar and Punctuation: 
Upper Key Stage 2 (year 5&6)

1. Using expanded noun phrases

2. Identifying and using the passive voice

3. Using hyphens, dashes and brackets to show parenthesis.

4. Identifying determiners (including articles)

5. Using modal verbs

6. Using the present perfect text 

Lower Key Stage 2 (years 3&4)
1. Choosing verbs, nouns and adjectives to convey detail



2. Using a range of cohesive devices such as pronouns and adverbial 
phrases 

3. Proposing grammatical changes
4. Proofreading, editing and revising work
5. Using commas to separate fronted adverbials
6. Using full stops and capital letters correctly

Handwriting Weekly sessions for all children who have yet to gain a pen licence will 
continue this term. Children will be encouraged to apply their practice to  
writing in all areas of the curriculum.

Mathematics Children will be placed in one of two small groups according to their 
learning needs. Groups are flexible and may change depending on the area
of mathematics being taught. This allows us to accelerate and/or revisit 
learning as necessary.

During each term, the different area of maths will be repeated in 
accordance with their relative weighting in the curriculum. This helps to 
consolidate and extend learning with each revisit. Within each group the 
children’s work is differentiated according to their ability and progress.  
Our small group sizes enables teachers and teaching assistants to give 
frequent individual feedback and extension to our children.

Upper key stage 2 (years 5&6) will study the following topics during the 
year:
Number, place value, mental addition and subtraction, written addition 
and subtraction, decimals, percentages and equivalence. Problem solving 
in the context of measures, money and fractions. Mental multiplication 
and division, written multiplication and division, fractions, ratio, 
proportion, position and direction, geometry, algebra and statistics.

Lower key stage 2 (years 3&4) will study the following topics during the 
year: Number, place value, money, mental addition and subtraction, 
written addition and subtraction (including finding the difference), shape, 
mental multiplication and division, written multiplication and division, 
measures (including time) fractions and statistics.

Multiplication 
Tables

The new curriculum target is that by the end of year 4, children should be 
able to recall multiplication facts up to 12x12. 
Each week children will have a times tables test to complete. Children will 
progress to learn a new times table once they can complete most of the 
test accurately within a given time (usually 3 minutes).
A good website to help children test themselves at home is 
www.timestables.me.uk 

Science This term we will be learning all about how sound is produced ; how pitch 
and volume can be altered and how sound travels.

RE This term we will be learning about some key aspects of Islam. We will 
begin to explore the significance of the Qur’an to Muslims. The children 
will read some stories about the life of Muhammad and consider what 
these stories might tell Muslims about Allah. This unit will continue after 
half term when we will look at some of the traditions and tenets of Muslim
worship including the Five Pillars of Islam.

http://www.timestables.me.uk/


PE PE kit needs to be in school all week. The children need – shorts, T-shirt, 
trainers, jogging bottoms and fleece in case of a cold day. If your child 
uses their PE kit for an after school club or activity, please ensure it is 
returned to school before the next PE lesson.  
This term we begin some fielding and batting games. Rounders will be the 
main focus. We will go to the field as often as possible so please ensure 
your child has adequate sun hat/protection.

PSHE Our theme for worship this term is “Service” and we will be exploring this 
and how it relates to what we do every day in school and out of school. We
will also consider how various roles in society serve others.

DT/ICT/Allotmen
t

This term is very short so we have put the children into groups and each 
group will take part in various activities on Thursday afternoons. They will 
do some computer work using “Scratch” a coding programme; they will 
visit the allotment to help tend and to study the growth of the plants at 
this time of year; they will take part in DT activities using various 
construction materials including Kapla, lego and Knex.

ICT As well as using Scratch the children will continue to use ICT across a range
of subjects including maths and English.

Humanities 
Topic/Art/Music

There are two short topics this term. The first is to produce some art work 
inspired by the music and song words of Tia McGraff and Tommy Parham 
who are visiting Hillesley in May. Tia visited the school last year and has 
maintained contact with us. The children’s work will be displayed in 
Hopkins Hall when Tia and Tommy come to perform on May 5th.
The other short topic is an historical study of a chosen sport. The children 
will work in pairs or small groups to research and then present their 
knowledge of the history and development of a chosen sport.
We are also going to ask the children to design a spy car or gadget that 
James Bond might use – this work will be displayed at the forth-coming 
Hillesley Ball on May 20th.  We are lucky to have real audiences for the 
children’s work this term. 


